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wyfe had anye inkelynge thereof : for hee was not likelye 
to fpeake it of noughte. 

But nowe to returne to the courfe of this hyftorye, 
were it that the duke ci Gloucdter hadde ot old iore- 
minded this conclufion, or was nowe at erfte thereunto 
moued, andputtein hope by the occafion ot the tender 
age of the younge princes, his nephues fas oppomr- 
nitye and lykelyhoode of fpede, putteth a tnanne in 
courage of that hee neuer emended) certayn is it that 
hee contriued theyr ddlruccion, with the vl'urpacion of 
the regal dignitye vppon hymfelfe. And tor as muche 
as hee well wifte and holpe to mayntayn, a long continued 
grudge and heartc brennynge betwene the quenes kinred 
and the kinges blood eytlier partye enuying others au- 
thoricye, he nowe thought that their deuifion flioulde 
bee (as it was in deck) a tbrthcrlye begynnynge to the 
purluite of his interne, and a hire ground tor the foun- 
dation of al his building yf he might lirfte vnder the 
pretext of reuengynge of okle difpleafure, abule the 
anger and ygnoraunce of the tone partie, tu the deftruc- 
c;on of the tother : and then Wynne to his purpofe as 
manye as he coutde : and thofe that coulde not be 
wonne, myght be lofte ere they looked therefore. » For 
ot one thynge was hee cercayne, that if his entente were 
perceiued, he (hold foone haue made peace bectwene the 
bothe parties, with his owne blonde. 

Kynge Ldwarde in his life, albeit that this difcencion 
beetvvene hys frendts fommewhat yrked hym : yet in his 
good health he fommewhat the Idle regarded it, becaufe 
hee thought whatfoeuer hu lines fliou ide falls betwene 
them, hymfelfe fhould alwaye bee liable to rule bothe 
the parties. 

But in his laft fickneffe, when hee receiued hisnaturall 
ftrengthe foo lore e deb led, that hee dy I pay red all re- 
couerve, then hee confyderynge the youthe of his chyl- 
dren, albeit hee nothynge lefle miftrufted then that that 
happened, yet well forfeynge that manye harmes myghte 
growe by theyr debate, whyle the youth of hys children 
flioulde lacke difcrecion of them felt and good counfayle, 
of their irendes, of whiche either party (hold counfayle 
for their«owne commodity and rather by plealaunte ad- 
uyfe too Wynne themfelfe fauour, then by profitable ad- 
uertifemente to do the children good, lie called feme of 
them before him that were at variaunce, and inefpecyall 
the lorde marques Doifette the quents fonne by her 
fyrfte houfebaflde, and Richarde the lorde Hatty nges, 
a noble man, than lorde chaumberlayne agayne whome 
the quene fpccially grudged, tor the great lauoure the 
kyng bare hym, and alfo for that fhee thouglue hym fe- 
cretelye familyer with the kynge in wanton conmpanye. 
Her kynred alfo bare hym fore, as well for that the 
kynge hadde made hym captayne of Calyce (whiche office 
the lorde Ryuers, brother to the quene claimed of the 
kinges former promyfe as for diuei fe other great gifres 
whiche hee receyued, that they loked for. When thefe 
iordes with diuerfe otheref bothe the parties were com me 
In prefence, the kynge liftingevppe himfelfe and vnder- 
fette with pillovves, as it is reported on this wyfe fayd 
vnto them. My Iordes, my dere kinfmenne and alies, 
in what plighte i lye you fee, and 1 feele. By whiche the 
iclTe wbyle ! looke to lyue w ith you, the more depclye 
am I moued to care in what cafe 1 leaue you, for fuch 
as I leaue you, luche bee my children lyke to fynde you. 
Whiche if they flioulde (that Godde torbydde) fynde 
you at varyaunce, myght happe to fallthemfelfe at warre 
ere their ditcrecion woulde ferue to fette you at peace. 
Ye fe their youthe, of whiche I recken^the onely furetie 
to refte in youre concord, l or it fuffifech not that al 
you loue them, yf eche of you hate other, ii they wer 
menne, your faithfulnefle happelye woulde fuffife. But 
t hildehood muff be maintained by mens author i eye, and 
flipper youth vnderpropped with elder counfayle, which 
neither they can haue, but ye geue it, nor ye geue it, 
yf ye grec not. For wher eche laboureth to breake that 
the other maketh, and for hatred of eeh of others par- 
fon, iropugneth eche others counfayle, there mult it 
nedes bee long ere anye good conclufion goe forwarde. 
And alfo while eidier partye laboureth to be chicfe, 
flattery fball haue more place then plaine and faithful! 
aduyfe, of whyche multc needes enfue the euyll bring- 
ing vppe of the prynce, whole mynd in cender youth 


infed, fhal redily fal to mifdiief and riot, and. draw e 
down with this noble reaime to ruine, but if grace turn 
him to wifdom : which ii God fend, then thei that by- 
euill menes before pleafed him belt, fhal alter fall tarthelt 
out of fauour, lb that euer at length euil driftes dreue 
to nought, and good p ain wayes profper. Great va- 
riaunce hath ther long bene betwene you, not al way for 
great caufes, Sometime a thing right wej intended, 
our mifconftruccion turncth vnto world or a fmal dif- 
pleafure done vs, eyther our owne affeccion or eusl 
tongues agreueth. But this wote I well ye neuer had lb 
great caufe of hatred, as ye ha ie of loue. I hat we be 
al men, that we be chriften men, this fliall I leaue for 
prechers to tel you (and yet I wote nere whither any 
preachers wordes ought more to nioue you, then Ins 
that is by and by gooying to the place that thei all 
preache of.) But this fhai I defire you to remember, 
that the one parte of you is of my bloode, the oth< r of 
myne alies, andeche ol yow with other, tyther ot kin - 
red or affinitie, whiche lpirytuall kynred ol afiynyty, if 
the faciamentcs of Chriftes churche, beare that weyghte 
with vs that woulde Godde thei did, flioiilde no Idfi: 
mouc vs to charitye, then the relpedfe of flefhlye con- 
fanguinitye. Ouie Eorde forbydde, clue you luue to- 
gether the worfe, lor the felfc caufe that you ought to 
loue the better. And yet that happen, th. And no 
where fynde wee fo dcadlye debate, as amonge them, 
whyche by nature and lawe molte oughte to agree toge- 
ther. Suche a peflilente ferpente is ambicion and defy re 
of vaine glorye and foueraincye, whiche amonge Hates 
where he once entreth crepeth foorth fo Jarre, cy II with 
deuifion and variaunce hee turncth all to milchiefc. 
Firfte longing to be nexte the belt, altcrwardc cgall 
with the befte, and at lalle chiefe and about the bcite. 
Of which immoderate appetite of woorfhip, and thereby 
of debate and diflencion what Ioffe, what Ibrowe, what 
trouble hathe within thefe fewe yeares growen in this 
reaime, I praye Godde as well forgeace as wee well re- 
member. 

V, hiche thinges yf I coulde as well haue forefent, as 
i haue with my more payne then plcafure proued, by 
Goddes bicli'ed Eadie (chat %vas euer his oche) I woulde 
neuer haue won the courcefye of meunes knees, with 
the Ioffe of foo many heaJes. But Ikhen thynges p.ifled 
cannot be gains called, muche oughte wee the more be- 
ware, by what occafion we haue taken foo greate hurts 
afore, that we eftefoones fall not in that occalion agayne. 
Nowe be thofe grieles paffed, and all is (Godde be 
thanked) quisle, and likelie riglitc wel to profper in 
weaithfull peace vnder youre coleyns my children, d 
Godde fende them life and you loue. Of whyche twoo 
thinges, the Idle Ioffe wer they by whome thought 
Godde dydde hys plcafure, yet fiioulde the reaime al- 
wuy finde kinges and pa rad nen tore as good kinges. But 
yf you among youre felfe in a childes reygne fall at de- 
bate, many a good man fliall penlh and" luppdy he to, 
and ye to, ere rhys land finds peace again, W her Jots 
in thefe laft wordes that euer I looke to fpcak w ith y ou : 

I exhort you and require you al, for the loue that you 
haue euer borne to me, for the loue that l haue euer 
born to you, for the loue that our Lord bcarech to vs 
all, from this time torwarde, all grieues forgotten, eche 
of you loue other. Whiche I verelye trulie you will, 
if ye any thing earthly regard, either Godde or your 
king, affinitie or kinredl this reaime, your ownc coun- 
trey, or your owne furety. And therewithal the king 
no longer enduring to fitce vp, Iaide him down on his 
right fide, his face towarde them : and none was there 
prefent that coulde refrain from vveping. But the Iordes 
recom forcing him with as good wordes as they o old, 
and anlweringfor the time as thei thought to ft and with 
his pleafure, there in his prefence (as by their wordes 
appered ech torgaue other, and ioyned their hands to- 
gether, when (as it after appeared by their dedes) their 
hearts wer far a fonder. As fone as the king was de- 
picted, the noble prince his fonne drew toward London, 
which at the time of his deceafe, kept his hotilhold at 
Ludlow in W ales. Which coumrey being f ar of from 
the lav, and recourfe to mftice, was begon to be farre 
ou te c! good wyll and waxen wild, robbers and riu f, rs 
walking at libertie vneor rented. And fer this enchcafeh 
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the prince was in the fife of his father fente thither to 
the end that the authoritie of his prefence, fhould tl- 
fraine cuill d,ipofed parte fro the bMan o rhe.r 


form ir oi! cerates, to the gouernaunce and ordering of 

E5S£S2r* hi, lending thyrher, «« there np ; 
pointed Sir Antony Woduik lord Riuers and brother 

vnto the quene, aright honourable man, as vaUuiit., 

rhandels poll tike ni counfayle. ifvgX'g* 
vnto him other of the fame partie, and m efled euuy 
one as he was nereft of kin vnto the quene, lo was 
planted next about the prince. That unite by the quene 
not vnwifely deuifed, whereby her b.ooue mighce ot 
youth be rooted in the princes fauor, the duke ol Glou- 
cefter turned vnto their deftruccion, and vpon that 
errounde fet the loundacion of all his vnhappy building. 
For whom foeuer he perceiued, either at variance with 
them or bearing himfelf their fauor, hee brake vnto 
them, fome by mouth, fom by writing and feciet mef- 
feno'ers, that it neyther was realon nor in any wile to be 
fuftered, that the yong king their mailer and kinlmanne, 
fiioold bee in the handes and cuftodye of his mothers 
kinred, fequeftred in maner from theyr compani and at- 
tendance, of which eueri one ought him .13 faith! ul icr- 
uice as they, and manye of them far more honorable 
part of kin then his mothers fide: whole blood (quod 
he i failing the kinges pleafure, was ful vnmetdy to be 
matched with his: whiche nowe to be. as who lay re- 
moued from the kyng, and the Idle noble to be left 
aboute him, is (quod he) neither honorable to hys ma- 
geflie, nor vnto vs, and alfo to his grace no furety to 
haue the mightiefl of his Irendes Irom him, anu i nto 
vs no little ieopardy, to fuffer our wclprouedeuil willcrs, 
to grow in ouergret authoritie with the prince in youth, 
namely which is l ighte ol be 1 ip fe and tone perfwaded. 
Ye remember I trow king Edward himfelf, albeit he 
was a manne of age and of difcrecion, yet was he in 
manye thynges ruled by the bende, more then llode 
either with his honour, or our praline, or with thecorn- 
moditie of any manne els, except onely the immoderate 
aduauncement of them fette. Whiche whither they 
ftrer tbirfted after their owne weale, or our woe, it wer 
hard I wene to gefie. And if fome folkes trend fhip had 
not holden better place with the king, then any rcfpedl 
of kinred, thei might peraduenture ealily haue be 
trapped and brought to tonfufion iomme ol vs ere this. 
Wliy not as eafily as they haue done fome other al- 
readye, as ncere of his royal bloode as £-e. But our 
Lord hath wrought his wil, and thanke 'be to his grace 
that peri! is pafle. Howe be it as great is growing, 
yt wee fuffer this yonge kyng in cure enemyes hande, 
whiche without his wyttyng, might abule the name of 
his commaundement, to ani ct our vnduing, which 
thyng God and good prouiuon forbyd. Ot which good 
prouifion none or us hath any thing the Idle nede, tor 
the late made attonemente, in whiche the kinges plca- 
fure hadde more place then the parties willes. Nor none 
of vs I beleue is fo vnvyfe, ouerfone to trufte a newe 
frende made of anolde foe, or to think that an houeriy 
kindnes, fodaindy contract in one home continued, yet 
leant a fortnight, lhold be deper idled in their flo- 
maekes : then a long accuftomed malice many ytres 
rooted. 

With thefe wordes and writynges and fuche other, 
the duke of Glouceth r fone fet a fire, them that were 
of theml'elf cthe to kindle, and in efpcciatl twayne, 
Edwaide duke ol Buckingham, and isicharde lorde 
Haftinges and chaumberlayn, both men of honour and 
of gieat power . The tone by fonge lucceffion from It is 
anceilrie, the tother by his office and the kinges fauor. 
Thefe two not bearing eche to other fo muche loue, as 
haticd borne vnto the queues parcel in this poynte ac- 
corded together wyth die duke of Clouet Her, that they 
wolde vtterlye amoue fro the kynges companye, all his 
mothers tiendcs, vnder the name of their enemyes 
Vpon this concluded, the duke of Gknicefter vndtr- 
llandyng, that the Iordes whiche at that tyme were 
aboute the kyng, entended to bryng him vppe to his 
coronation, acammpanied with fuche power of thevr 
irendes, that it fhqul.de bee hardc for hym tobrynee his 
purpole to pafle, without the gathering and great af- 
tcmble ol people and in manor of open warre, whereof 


the ende he wifte was doubtuous, an«l in which the kyng 
bcincr on their lide, his part fiiouid haue the iact and 
name of a rebellion: he fecrcriy therefore by d users 
meanes, can fed the quene to be perfwaded and bro ught 
in the mynd, that it neither wer nede, and alfo JhnkWjc 
ieoj. ardous, th< kii g to u-me s p ftrong ’ 88 

nowe euery lorde Joued other, and none other thing 
ft udyed vppon, but aboute tfie corcmacion md honoury 
ot the king: if the Iordes of her kinred ihoM < .Em oie 
in the kinges name muche peopli , thei ffiould f .:.. die 
lorde's atwixte whome and them ludde bene lonmetyme 
debate, to Rare and fufpeete, kfte tjiey- Ihv.iide garhqr 
thys people, not for the kynges fauegar.le wlio.ne no 
manne enpugned, but for theyr dt ftmccion, hauying 
more regarde to their olde variaunce, then tiicir newe 
attonement. Lor whiche caufe thei fhouldeaffemhle on 
the other partie muche people agayne for their de ence, 
whofe power the wylte wel farre ttrecchedl! And thus 
fhould all the reaime fall on a rore. A;ul of al the 
hurte that the rot lhould enfue, which was likely not to 
be litlc, and the moil h.inne there like to fal whtr fne 
left would, all the worlde woulde put her and her kin- 
red in the ivy gin, and fay that diet lud vn wyfe! ye and 
vntrewlye alio, broken the amide and peace that the 
kyng her Itufband lb prudentelyfc made, betwene hys 
kimiL and hers in his death bed, and whiche the other 
party faithfully oblerued. 

1 he quene bi ing in this wife perfwaded, fuche w oorde 
fence vnto lur fonne, and vnto her brother b;.ing aboute 
the kynge, and ouer that the duke of Gloucefter hym- 
felfe and ether Iordes the chiefe of hys bende, wrote 
vnto the kynge foo reuerentelyr, and to the queeties 
frendes, there foo iouyngelye, that they nothynge earthe- 
lye myrtrultyngc, broughte the kynge vppe in greats 
halt*, not m good fpede, with a lober coumpanye. 
Nowe was the king in his waye to London gone, from 
Northampton, when thefe dukes oi Gloucefter and 
Buckyngham came thuiicr. Where remained behymj, 
die lorde Ryuers the kynges vjicle, entendyng on the 
morowe to loiuw the kynge, and bee with hym at Stonve 
Stratford miles thence, earely or gee departed. 

So was there made due nyghte muche frendely clt re 
betwene thefe dukes and the lorde Riuers a greace while. 
But incontinente after that they were oppenlye with 
greate courcefye departed, and the lorde Hauers lodged, 
the dukes fecretdye with a lews oi their molte priuye 
frendes, lette them downs in counfayle, wherm they 
fpent a great parte ot the nyght. And at their rifinge 
in the dawnyng of the day, thei fent about priuiiy to 
their feruantCs in iheir iuiies and lodgynges about, ^l*- 
umge cheui com rri a u ndemen te to make them felfe fhortc- 
ly readye, for their Iordes wer to horfc backward. Vp- 
pon whiche meilages, manye of their tolke were attca- 
d aunt, when manye ot the lorde Riuers fer u antes were 
vn read ye. Nowe hadde thefe dukes taken alio into their 
cuftodye the k iyesot the inne, that none flioulde pafle 
foorth without theyr licence. 

And ouer this in the liyghe waye towarde Stonve 
Stratforde where the kynge I aye, they hadde beef Wed 
cert ay ne of theyr tolke, that flioulde fende backc aimyne 

and com pell to re tom ne, anye manne that were Gotten 
oute of Northampton toward Stonve Stratford-, tvil 
t iry mould geue other lycence. For as muche as the 
dukes themfclte entended for the fhewe of theire dyl'v- 
gcncc, to bee the fyrfte chat lhouide that daye attende 
vppon the kynges highueffe oute of that towne : thus 
bare they folke in hande. But when the lorde Ryuers 
vnderftqde tne gates doled, and the wayes on euerve 
fide oe fette, neyther hvs feruauntes nor hvmfelf fuffeied 
to go oute, parctiuyng well lo greate a thyng without 
Ins knowledge npt begun for noughte, compary iw t l i s 

maner prefent with this laft mghtes there, in fo few 

huu, es fo gret a chaunge marueyioufiye mifliked. How 
be It fit he hee coulde not geat awaye, and keeps Jnm- 

hvdVhimf f Ce c W L- C r nuC ’ l cfte he flxwlde fee me to 
h/de himfelfe for Ipme ftcret feare of hys owne faulte 

whereof he law no fuch caufe in hym'felf * he der ’ 

vppon the furetie of his own con ' m * 
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